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What is Harvest House?  

At the recent Trocaire College Reflections dinner, Gary and Linda were awarded the Presidents 

Award for Community Service.  They were asked to talk about Harvest House but had only two 

minutes. The  following is  from Linda’s  talk. 

 Harvest House is the four paid staff members who each day do the work of ten people to 

keep the two locations operating and it is  the board of the directors who help guide the or-

ganization and are paving the way for an exciting future. 

 Harvest House  is the thousands of young people who by coming to Harvest House each year 

for retreats or work camps bring Christ to Gary and I. 

 Harvest House is the young single mother who comes to the Baby and Children's Ministry for 

free items to keep her children safe and warm.  It is the 25 volunteers who keep the Baby and 

Children's Ministry open and it is the members of the community who keep the building 

stocked with their generous donations.   

 Harvest House is the woman who was resigned to live in a world of darkness until a caring 

doctor at Good Neighbors Health Care made arrangements for her to receive free cataract 

surgery.  It is the gentleman who pulled three teeth with a pair of pliers before coming for 

free dental care.  It is the uninsured residents who come to Good Neighbors for their acute 

and chronic health care needs and Harvest House is the 97 health care professionals who vol-

unteer their precious time to help these deserving men and women. 

 Harvest House is the hundreds of adults who seek training at New Hope Education Center.  It 

is the 15 receptionists who volunteer their services to keep the school open and it is the tu-

tors and education liaison who are there to provide that something extra that makes New 

Hope special.   

 Harvest House is the foundations who believed in our vision by providing 

the funds to help  make Harvest House and the Ministry Center the warm 

and welcoming facilities they are today and Harvest House is you, our sup-

porters. 

So as you can see Harvest House is a lot more than just Gary and Linda.  God 

bless everyone who makes Harvest House what it is, and what it will be in the 

future. 

 Gary and Linda at the Trocaire  

College Reflections dinner. 
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found on page 2 
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Corner In the beginning of 2010, the Harvest House board of directors voted to look into expanding our adult education 

center (New Hope Education Center).  About the same time, 2 foundations made applications available for 2 grants totaling 

$500,000.  We knew God wanted the expansion so we were absolutely certain we would get both grants.  At the last minute we 

didn’t get either one!  Linda and I were devastated.  If this is God’s will why didn’t He give us the money?  I always tell people 

that if they are thinking about doing something for the Lord, don’t let money be the deciding factor.  If you’re willing to do the 

work, it’s Gods job to get the money.  Harvest House has proven that to us.  Hey God – aren’t you paying attention? 

 Shortly thereafter, Linda and I had an opportunity for the trip of a lifetime.  We took a trip all by ourselves from Portugal and 

Spain to Venice, Italy and then spent 2 weeks traveling from Venice to Rome.  On the way we visited at least a dozen huge basilicas, 

dating all the way back to 67 AD.  At every one we spent time in prayer asking for the wisdom to understand what God wants us to do 

about the expansion.  At every single church, I felt God saying “make the school Christian.” 

 The 97 volunteers at the free medical center, Good Neighbors Health Care,  pray for and with the patients and have a spiritual 

director available every time they are open.  Even Muslims have prayed with the staff.  New Hope is different.  The teachers are pro-

vided by and paid by Buffalo Public Schools Adult Education Division, Erie Community College and Erie2 Chautauqua-Cattaraugus 

Boces.  I asked our director if we could have the teachers do a 2 minute prayer for prayer requests from the students before scheduled 

class times for any student who arrived early if they want.  The answer was absolutely not. 

 “OK God. You want it Christian but we can’t pray in school, so what’s Your plan?”  Linda came up with the answer.  There is 

no reason we can’t at least have a chapel in the building!  My mind went into overdrive.  Put it where it will be readily seen - in the 

reception and student lounge area.  It should be small and intimate, maybe room for 3 or 4 people.  Being Catholic, I would normally 

put in a crucifix and maybe a statue of Jesus, Mary and Joseph but that wouldn’t embrace other denominations.  I thought OK God we 

are on the right track.  Now show us what You want in the chapel.  Almost immediately the money started coming in.  Linda’s 17 years 

of grant writing was really paying off.  We still need approximately $400,000, but we are sure God will provide what we need. 

The board voted to go ahead with the project so we hired the architect, bought a little more land for future parking, have the 

floor plan designed and in the next couple of months will be submitting a site plan, filing for building permits and putting the project 

out for bids. 

Now it’s time to design the chapel.  I love sunsets and have always wanted to go to Key West to see what everyone claims are 

the best sunsets in the world.  For the past 10 years we have taken our annual vacation in Ocean City, MD, but this year we decided to 

finally go to Key West.  As we rode our bicycles around the neighborhood, we came across a church and convent which had a small 

adoration chapel.  When we walked into the chapel, I was stunned!!!  HERE IS OUR CHAPEL!  The front wall was curved back and 

on it was a stone archway with a curved top.  Painted inside was a life size portrait of the Divine Mercy Jesus.  It’s a specific picture of 

Jesus in a robe standing with one hand raised toward heaven and the other on His heart.  Spreading from His heart to His bare feet is a 

fan of many colors.  Across the bottom is printed “Jesus I trust in you.”  We actually have the same picture in the small chapel at Har-

vest House, but of course it doesn’t have the stone archway.  I don’t know if it was the intent of the designer of the chapel but I instant-

ly saw it as a risen Christ stepping out of the tomb in all His glory, raising His hand to His Father and shining the multiple colored rays 

of light on all of us.  I just sat there in awe, praising and thanking God for designing our chapel.  As I sat there gazing at the picture, my 

eyes stayed focused on the words “Jesus I trust in you.”  I had never seen this on the picture before and I’ve seen the picture several 

times.  When we got home I went to look at the picture in the chapel at Harvest House and for the first time I saw the phrase “Jesus I 

trust in You.”    All these years, I never saw that part of the picture.  I had to go all the way to the southernmost tip of the U.S.A.  OK 

God.  I got Your message.  I trust in You. 

        In Christ’s Love, 

        Gary 

 

P.S.  Do you know a stone mason or an artist to help us make this a reality? 
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