
corner   Hello again.  I was down to the last day before this newsletter went to press 

and I still had no good inspirational experience to share with you.  The last 3 months have not 

gone too well.  As my dementia progresses ï very slowly thank goodness ï I find myself becom-

ing more fearful of minor things and more negative.  The plans for the expansion of New Hope 

Education Center keep looking better and better.  As Linda gets more and more excited, I worry 

more and more.  I worry about the logistics.  How will I get the warehouse emptied?  With classes 

mornings, afternoons and evenings, when do we clean?  Where do we plow the snow when we expand 

the parking lot, etc.?  I lay awake at night worrying about the smallest details.  What bothers me the 

most is I should be the very last person to worry.  I have 17 years of experiencing one miracle after the 

other.  God has never let us down!  We have had many tough times but God always brought us through 

them, so why am I looking at the glass being half empty when Linda sees it as half full? 

 When I got this far with Garyôs corner I told Linda I couldnôt use this because itôs too negative.  

She said ñyou donôt always have to be positive. You are human.  Sometimes you are not looking at the 

whole picture and dwell on just one piece of the whole puzzle.ò  Then she gave me the following story 

which I would like to share with you.  It is called Seasons of Life.  

There was a man who had four sons.  He wanted his sons to learn not to judge things too quickly 

so he sent them each on a quest, in turn to go and look at a pear tree that was a great distance away. 

                 continued on page 2 
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arvest time is the favorite time of  the year at Harvest House.  The building is decorated with 

the bright  yellow and orange colors of the harvest with pumpkins and scarecrows greeting the   

guests.  Harvest time  leads to another favorite time of year, the Christmas season.  Both al-

ways bring to mind how thankful we at Harvest House are for all the many blessings bestowed 

upon us by you, our volunteers, board of directors,  employees, supporters and friends.   

 Gary and I wish each and everyone of you a joyful holiday season and a new year filled with love, 

health and peace.  Not only at Christmas but all year through the joy that you give to others is the joy that 

comes back to you.  God bless you for the joy you bring to Harvest House and the thousands of people 

whose lives are touched by the existence of the ministries that you make possible through your support. 
 

                                        The Real Reason  
 

                          Excitement and joy are filling the air;  

                              The lights add special decor.  

                   We're shopping for Christmas gifts everywhere,  
                            But are gifts what Christmas is for?  

 

                    The wreaths and the trees and the parties  

                           Aren't what we need to convey;  
                          It's the birth of our Savior, Jesus,  

                           The real reason for this holiday.  

         Peace and Love,   

         Linda 



 Our friends and supporters extraordinaire, the John Newman 

Mission Community, held a pancake breakfast to benefit Harvest 

House.  They raised an amazing $4,425.00 for Harvest House.   This 

unique fundraiser was held at the Getzville Fire Hall.  The morning 

started with Sunday Mass and was followed by pancakes and socializ-

ing!   The event was not open to the public, but they did invite mem-

bers of the Harvest House family to join them.  Harvest House employ-

ees and board members  attended the event. 

 Visiting the John Newman Mission Community is always like 

coming home for Gary and Linda who worshiped there before moving 

to South Buffalo with Harvest House.  The cross used during Mass was 

handcrafted by Gary for the then Erie Community College Newman 

Center, more than 30 years ago. 
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Mass and Pancakes  

  The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the third in summer, and the youngest son in 

the fall.  When they had all gone and returned, he called them together to describe what they had seen.  The 

first son said that the tree was ugly, bent and twisted.  The second son said it was covered with green buds 

and full of promise.  The third son disagreed.  He said it was laden with blossoms that smelled so sweet and 

looked so beautiful.  It was the most graceful thing he had ever seen.  The last son disagreed with all them.  

He said it was ripe and drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfillment.  The man then explained to his sons 

that they were all right because they had each seen only one season in the treeôs life.  He told them that you 

can not judge a tree, or a person by only one season.  The essence of who they are and the pleasure, joy, and 

love that come from that life can only be measured at the end when all the seasons are up.  If you give up 

when itôs winter you will miss the promise of your spring, the beauty of your summer, and the fulfillment of 

your fall.  Donôt let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest.  Donôt judge life by one difficult sea-

son.    

 Yes, now itôs winter, but this spring we should break ground for the new school.  In the summer we 

will see the fruits of months and months of hard labor to create a warm welcoming environment to bring new 

hope to the neglected East Side of Buffalo.  In the fall, we will start to see lives changing, as individuals come 

to learn skills that enable them to earn a living wage and finally see the light at the end of their poverty. I 

hope this story brightens your day as it has mine.  God bless you and keep you in his care through all the sea-

sons of your life. 

           

           Love, Gary 
 

Persevere through the difficult patches and better times are sure to come in time. 

Aspire to Inspire before you Expire. 

Live Simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly and leave the rest to God. 

 

Happiness keeps you sweet, trials keep you strong. 

Sorrows keep you human, failures keep you humble. 

Success keeps you growing, but only God keeps you going. 



MOTHER AND CHILD CHALLENGE  
 

 Thank you to everyone who has answered our call to help the Mother and 

Child Challenge by filling baby bottles.  With your help we are up to 1,585  bot-

tles.  We still have a long way to go to make our goal!  More than 2,000 bottles  

still need to be returned by December 31st to earn the bonus $6,000. 

 The Bottles for Babies Ê  program is instrumental in supporting the 

Baby and Children's Ministry.  Money raised through the simple gesture of put-

ting your coins into a baby bottle at the end of each day helps us purchase thou-

sands of pairs of socks and underwear, and crib mattresses for children in need. 

 We need your help to reach our goal.  Now is the time to return that bot-

tle that has rolling around the floor of your car or sitting on your kitchen counter!  

If you do not have a bottle or prefer to donate cash or checks, or on-line (via the 

website), every $15 donated will count towards one bottle. 

 Thank you to of our friends at Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Hamburg; La-

dies of the Lord Bible Study; Church of the Angels of Light; First Presbyterian 

Church, Springville; Friendship Lutheran; Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Sixth 

Grade; Bemus Point Grocery Store; Operation Dignity; Faith Church; St John 

Lutheran Church, Orchard Park; Grace Fellowship Church; Sts. Peter and Paul, 

Williamsville; New Hope UMC; WNY United Against Drugs and Alcohol; Ni-

agara Frontier Lutheran Youth Organization; St. Martin de Porres Church; St. 

Gregory the Great School; Immaculate Conception Church, East Aurora;  St. 

Pius X Church, Getzville; St. Benedicts Church, Eggertsville; Clarence UM 

Church; Bethany UM Church, Tonawanda; St. Joseph University Church, North 

Buffalo; St Vincent de Paul, North Evans;  the John Newman Mission Commu-

nity, Williamsville;  and numerous individual donors who have already returned 

bottles or cash.   
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Bottles for Babies Ê   

3,500 bottles 

4,000 Bottles! 

Your Coins at Work  

 

 This fall the need for items has been so great that several 

shopping trips to thrift stores were required to fill the empty racks.  

To the right, Lupe, director of the Baby and Children's Ministry, 

holds one of the register tapes from the shopping trips!  Stores were 

visited on half price days and several hundred items (pants and tops 

in sizes 5-14) were purchased at each store with over $700 spent. 

Sadly, the items hardly lasted two weeks before the shelves needed to 

be restocked again.  

 Watch our Facebook page or the website for updates on the 

current wish list for needs of the Baby and Children's Ministry. 



Baby and Children's Ministry  
1782 Seneca Street    south buffalo    716 -824-7818 
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Meet Savannah Wells  
 

      The Baby and Children's Ministry recently 

benefited from the works of one amazing, sweet, 

dedicated, and hard working young lady. Savannah 

Wells is an 8th grader at Lorraine Academy in 

South Buffalo.  Savannah decided to have a coat 

drive to earn her Girl Scout Silver Award  and at 

the same time try and earn $5,000 for her school 

through the One Warm Coat campaign in conjunc-

tion with P.S. Aeropostale clothing.  As of this 

newsletter, Savannah collected an astounding 253 

coats!   Great job Savannah! 

Savannah Wells with some of the  

donated coats she collected. 

 

   Wish List  

 

Newborn Sleepers 

Newborn Onesies 

Boys and Girls Pants and 

Tops  

Sizes 5-14 

Winter Coats 

Winter Boots 

Pajamas sizes 2-14 

 

Shopping Tips  
 

 If you would like to help the children by 

purchasing items here are some tips to find the 

best prices.  

 It is almost impossible to purchase new-

born items at thrift stores.  A.J. Wright has one-

sies and sleepers for about $2 a piece.  Harvest 

House is looking into finding a wholesaler will-

ing to sell us these items but in the meantime 

we must purchase these items new.  

 On Wednesdays, the Salvation Army 

has half price clothing and on Monday, A+ 

Thrift in Lackawanna has 50% off clothing but 

it might be for seniors only.  If you are a veteran 

and show your card, you get an extra 20% off at 

AmVets everyday and City Mission Thrift Store 

has most childrenôs clothes for 99 cents every 

day.  

 We appreciate all the donations but 

more importantly the moms and children appre-

ciate your help and support. 

 

I am always touched by the generosity of 

our supporters. Last week a gentleman 

dropping off donations to the Baby and 

Children's Ministry, upon seeing a client 

struggling with her child and packages on 

her way to the bus, offered her a ride home. 

She accepted and a friendship was formed. 

God is good! 



Volunteer  

 spotlight  
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 This issue of Harvest House Happenings is spot-

lighting  JoAnn Hoffman.  JoAnn has been volunteering 

on Tuesday mornings at the Baby and Children's Ministry 

since 1999!   It can be said that JoAnn does the work of 

two people so it comes as no surprise to find out she is a 

twin!  One of seven children, JoAnn has four brothers and 

two sisters.  JoAnn, lives in downtown Buffalo. She wor-

ships at St. Joseph Cathedral and enjoys walking along the 

waterfront near her home. 

 Besides volunteering for Harvest House, JoAnn is 

very passionate about visiting women once a month at Al-

bion Correctional Facility where she shares her love of 

Christ, not only with her words but by her actions.   

 

 Warm the Children, a program providing win-

ter clothing to children in need in West Seneca re-

cently ceased operations.  When a non-profit closes 

they must give their funds to another non-profit.  Feel-

ing the Baby and Children's Ministry was a perfect fit 

for their mission, they presented a check for $3,500.10 

to Harvest House. 

 We assured them we would continue to help 

the children they identified as in need and would use 

the money to purchase clothing to fill our shelves.  

The money was used to shop at thrift stores for winter 

coats and boots and also to purchase brand new chil-

dren's socks. 

 We appreciate the faith Warm the Children has 

placed on Harvest House and welcome their support. 

 

Pat Scott,  Linda Tatu, Diane Beres, & Trey Measer 

      Blessings for  

 Harvest House  
 

 

east hill foundation  
 

 Harvest House is pleased to have been 

awarded funds from the East Hill Foundation in 

the amount of $4,830 to purchase childrenôs under-

wear.  The funds will allow Harvest House to pur-

chase 8,400 pairs of boys and girls underwear in 

sizes 2-14 and help 2,800 children!  We appreciate 

the foundations faith in this program and thank 

them for their generosity. 

 

 

 

Almar Family Foundation  
 

 Harvest House  received a grant to help the 

children from the Almar Family Foundation.  The 

grant was for $2,000. The money was used to pur-

chase a baby seat for the bathroom of the Baby and 

Children's Ministry (a safe place to hold the child 

while mom is ñbusyò) and childrenôs socks.  Our 

friends at the foundation help Harvest House  each 

year with funds to buy items for the children.  The 

Almar Family Foundationôs mission is: 

ñcommitted to letting young people know that God 

loves themò .   

    5 

Warm the Children  
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Harvest House Ministry Center  

175 Jefferson Avenue  
Good Neighbors Health Care 716-856-2400     New Hope Education Center 716-855-0654 

.Good Neighbors Health Care  

   Anniversary Happy  th 

It is hard to believe it has been 6 years since Good Neighbors  opened their doors bringing free, quality, and 

caring health care to the uninsured citizens of Buffalo.  In those 6 years over 14,000 patients have walked 

through the doors! 

 

Good Neighbors Health Care is a 100% volunteer organization.  At any given time period, there are about 80 

volunteers rotating through, serving 1 - 4 sessions a month. 

 

The Good Neighbors mission statement reads: ñGood Neighbors Health Care is dedicated to providing high 

quality, affordable, compassionate, holistic, health care in an  underserved area of Buffalo NY.ò 

 

Holistic health care means that the staff and volunteers of Good Neighbors  will seek to meet the physical, 

emotional, social, and spiritual needs of the patients. 

Patients with various health issues come to Good Neighbors for care. Being fearsome of going to the Emer-

gency Room, some patients sadly wait until they are so ill they need to be admitted to the hospital directly 

from the clinic. 

 

A large percentage of patients coming to Good Neighbors  have diabetes.  To encourage diabetics to keep 

their disease under control, Good Neighbors  provides free glucometers and strips to patients.  An emergency 

supply of insulin is also available to tide diabetics over until  we can either get them insurance or a one year 

supply of insulin donated through a pharmaceutical company.  Another benefit for diabetics coming to the 

clinic, and a very important part of managing their disease, is the opportunity to have their vision checked 

yearly. 

 

Many individuals need pre-employment physicals to be considered for a job.  Because they are unemployed, 

they have no insurance nor can they afford to pay for a physical to get the job!  New Hope nursing students 

come to Good Neighbors  to get a PPD test which is  a requirement for their clinical classes. 

  

Good Neighbors  also supplies tubing for nebulizers and medicine for Asthma patients.  One mom came in 

with her 10 year old son who was having trouble breathing.  She had just been erroneously kicked off Medi-

caid and while they were in the process of being forced to reapply, he had an attack.  She was told to go to 

the ER, but she knew she just couldnôt afford the medication or the ER bill.  She came to Good Neighbors  

and received the help she needed.  A follow up visit two days later showed her son was doing much better. 

 

The patients say it best, and they say it over and over:  Thank God for Good Neighbors! 



.Good Neighbors Health Care  

Dental Blitz  
 

 The one day special dental clinic held in 

April was so successful and so much fun that an-

other one was planned.  On September 18th, the 

Dental Department of Good Neighbors  was open 

for a special one day Saturday session.  Starting at 

8am, patients were evaluated and treated with the 

utmost dignity and respect by caring generous den-

tists, dental assistants, physicians and dental stu-

dents.  Every room in the specialty side of Good 

Neighbors  was turned into a dental room.  Patients 

did not care if they were in a lounge chair or dental 

chair.  They were happy and excited to be receiving 

quality care. 

 Thank you to everyone who volunteered to 

help make this day an overwhelming success. 
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Extra instruments are being prepared  

for  the one day Dental Blitz. 

When the choice is between electricity, food 

on the table or going to the dentist, the choice 

is obvious.  People come to the clinic in tears, 

holding their swollen faces because of infec-

tion.  Some have even pulled their own teeth 

but the roots break off and they are in worse 

trouble than before.  Buffalo General Hospital 

has closed its dental clinic.  That is one less 

place for people to turn. Good Neighbors  is 

seeing more patients that need more time-

consuming and expensive restorative care.  

Good Neighbors  is the only free dental clinic. 

 

Friends of the dental clinic recently held a pho-

nathon to recruit dentists. There is always a 

need for more dentists!   

 

If you would like to volunteer at Good 

Neighbors  dental clinic, call Dr. Patty Haber-

man at 716-836-5252. 

 
In every community there is work to be done. 

In every heart, there is the power to do it. 

             Marianne Williamson 

 

 

 

A chaise lounge is set up in the Chiropractic  

Room for the Dental Blitz. 



New Hope Education Center  

8 

 

Licensed Practical Nursing Graduate Lynnsay Nolder                      

poses with her proud mom and instructor Sue Nolder 

LPN Graduation  
 

 The latest Licensed Practical Nursing 

Graduation Class was held in the Harvest 

House sanctuary.   17 proud nursing students 

received their pins and certificates in front of 

a church full of proud and cheering family 

and friends. 

 Among the graduates were a student 

who we all prayed would not go into labor 

during the ceremony, a mom with a two 

week old (who was in the audience) and a 

mother daughter instructor/student duo!  

Everyone was inspired by the dedication and 

commitment shown by the students. 

 One student conveyed everyoneôs 

sentiment when upon receiving her pin  ex-

citedly raised her arm in the air and proudly 

proclaimed ñI am a nurse!ò 

  

           Congratulations to all the graduates. 

 Expansion plans  
 

 The  expansion plans are progressing.  In 

preparation to have the architect plans drawn up, 

meetings are being held with current and future 

providers on their classroom needs.  Harvest 

House has already received requests for three new 

vocational programs and two additional academic 

courses.  Word is spreading on the expanded  

education space available and Harvest House is 

excited about the pending opportunities for the 

individuals served by the school.   

 Harvest House still has three grant re-

quests for this project pending.  Please pray that 

the funding comes through for this much needed 

expansion. 

Harvest House Ministry Center  

175 Jefferson Avenue  
Good Neighbors Health Care 716-856-2400     New Hope Education Center 716-855-0654 

Wanted  

 a few good men  

 

 We know it sounds chauvinistic and not 

very politically correct but New Hope Education 

Center is seeking male volunteers 18 years and 

older to work the receptionist desk during the 

4pm - 8:30pm shift.  The shift is quiet and allows 

time to do school work, read, or work on your 

computer (Wi Fi available).  If you are available 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday eve-

nings, please call Tony at 716-825-0929. 
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ASK  the  Lawyer  
 

      Every Wednesday morning, attorney Vincent ñJimò Sorren-

tino volunteers his time to help the community with legal is-

sues. 

      In one case, Jim helped a woman receive $800 from her 

landlord. The thankful client came in to tell Jim of her success 

and brought him a thank you gift for his help.  Jim has been 

able to help many people who in  most cases were  being taken 

advantage of by unscrupulous landlords, business owners and 

yes, even attorneys.  

      Thank you Jim for sharing your time and talents! 

 

 

ñThe ultimate expression of generosity is not in giving of what 

you have, but in giving of who you are.ò         Johnnetta B. Cole 

Welcome Cameron Stanton  

Harvest House is proud to have a new member of the fam-

ily.  Cameron joined us at the end of August.  He has proven to be a 

very valuable asset to Harvest House especially with his work at 

New Hope Education Center. At the education center, Cameron 

works closely with the students.  He is there to provide private tu-

toring and to also help them overcome any obstacles they may have 

to continuing their education, such as transportation or child care. 

Cameron is also in charge of the important statistical information 

associated with the school.  Below is Cameronôs introduction. 

ñI would like to thank everyone I have met or worked with through Harvest House.  You guys 

have made Buffalo feel like home. No matter how low I felt, I never stopped feeling the love that comes 

from Harvest House and the surrounding community. So far, the tagline ócity of good neighborsô has rung 

true. 

I am a transplant, coming from Garner, North Carolina. I graduated this past May from North 

Carolina State University, majoring in History. I came to Buffalo after joining Catholic Charities Service 

Corps. I will serve as a volunteer until next August. 

 At this moment, I live in community with 3 other volunteers. I live with three young women; when 

my grandmother found out, she mailed me a letter saying that it sounded like I was living in a harem. We 

are enjoying getting to know each other; I am cooking as much as any of them. Over the next year, I hope 

to grow in job skills as well as in my relationship with God. I work at the Baby and Childrenôs Ministry as 

well as the Harvest House Ministry Center. I spend most of my time working at the New Hope Education 

Center. There, I serve as a student advocate. 

A lot of people thank me for ñgiving up a year of my life.ò But, I see this year as blessing; I am 

gaining a lot more than I am ñlosing.ò Although, I have aspirations to become a lawyer, I am fully com-

mitted to my work this year.  I look forward to growing in my faith and life with all of you. Thank you for 

your support.ò 
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 Harvest House is pleased to welcome 

Paul Nesper  to the board.  Paul is a senior 

partner of Nesper, Ferber & DiGiacomo, 

LLP.  He is married to Kathleen and they 

have two sons, James and Matthew.  Paul is 

past Chairman of the Amherst Chamber of 

Commerce, and  past director of the Epilepsy 

Association of Western New York. He has 

coached baseball and soccer.  Paul teaches 

and gives seminars on real estate law issues.  

We are pleased that Paul took time out of his 

busy schedule to join the Harvest House fam-

ily. 

 

Harvest House Board of Directors  

Chairman - Donald Cuddihy 

President - Linda Tatu 

Vice President - Gary Tatu 

Secretary - Donald Wach 

Treasurer - Jack Marsherall 

Directors:   Reverend Roy T. Herberger 

        Jack Leo 

        David Fabian 

        Paul T. Nesper 

                   Emory Brown* 

        William A. Battle* 
 
*guest members 

Eight gifts that do not cost a cent  

1.  THE GIFT OF LISTENING...but you must REALLY listen.  No interrupting, no daydreaming, 

no planning your response. Just listening. 

 

 

2.  THE GIFT OF AFFECTION...Be generous with appropriate hugs, kisses, pats on the back, and 

handholds.  Let these small actions demonstrate the love you have for family and friends. 

 

 

3..THE GIFT OF LAUGHTER...Clip cartoons.  Share articles and funny stories.  Your gift will 

say, ñI love to laugh with you.ò 

 

 

4.  THE GIFT OF A WRITTEN NOTE...It can be a simple ñthanks for the helpò note or a full son-

net.  A brief, hand written note may be remembered for a lifetime, and may even change a live. 

 

 

5.  THE GIFT OF A COMPLIMENTéA simple and sincere, ñYou look great in red,ò ñYou did a 

super jobò or ñThat was a wonderful mealò can make someoneôs day. 

 

 

6.  THE GIFT OF A FAVOR...Every day, go out of your way to do something kind. 

 

 

7.  THE GIFT OF SOLITUDE...There are times when we want nothing better than to be left alone.  

Be sensitive to those times and give the gift of solitude to others. 

 

 

8.  THE GIFT OF A CHEERFUL DISPOSTION...The easiest way to feel good is to extend a kind 

word to someone, really itôs not that hard to say, Hello or Thank You. 



Donate your vehicle 

to Harvest House  
 

  

 Donate your car, boat, or motor home 

to Harvest House through Auto Insurance Auc-

tions, 366 Vulcan Street, Buffalo 14207. 

 For information on how to donate or to 

have Auto Insurance Auctions  pick up your 

vehicle, please call AIA at 716-874-9890. 
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leave a legacy  
 

 Remember Harvest House   

in your will.  

  

 To help Harvest House continue after 

you have passed away, you should state your 

intentions in your Will.  You can even use your 

Will to ensure that your gift supports a specific 

program or service.  It is important to remember 

that there is no such thing as an insignificant 

gift.  Every gift whether small or large is appre-

ciated.   

Memorial Remembrances  

  

 Recently two supporters specified in 

their obituary that memorial contributions be 

sent to Harvest House. Donations for both 

Emma Hartke�= and Judith Brown�=  were des-

ignated to help Harvest House and the Baby 

and Children's Ministry.  Memorial contribu-

tions in their names came from all over the 

United States.  Their  thoughtfulness is most 

appreciated and is a beautiful way to be re-

membered..  You too can remember Harvest 

House in the future by Leaving a Legacy. 

How you can help?  

United Way  

SEFA or CFC  

 Harvest House is not a United Way 

funded agency, but you can designate Harvest 

House to receive your donation.  We can never 

fully express how much we appreciate everyone 

who designates Harvest House to receive their 

United Way, SEFA or CFC contributions.  The 

quarterly checks always seem to arrive at the ex-

act right time, when it is most needed. 

 Thank you and God bless everyone who 

designates Harvest House. 

  

Count Your Blessings  
 

Count your blessings instead of your crosses; Count your gains instead of your losses. 

Count your joys instead of your woes; Count your friends instead of your foes. 

Count your smiles instead of your tears; Count your courage instead of your fears. 

Count your full years instead of your lean; Count your kind deeds instead of your mean. 

Count your health instead of your wealth; Count on God instead of yourself. 

 


