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ach day in the inbox of my email I receive inspirational messages.  One day last week the mes-

sage was an African Proverb “I am because you are.”  At first I was perplexed, but then I got to 

thinking about it.  Those five words say so much!  I am who I am in part because of my parents.  

I am who I am partly because of my husband and I am who I am partly because of my Creator.  

Thinking about it further, I thought about how Harvest House only exists because of the many people in-

volved with it, in other words, Harvest House is because you are!  Harvest House is because you are gener-

ous with sharing your treasures.  Harvest House is because you are generous in sharing your time.  Harvest 

House is because you are generous in sharing your talents.  Harvest House is because you are generous in 

sharing your prayers!  Harvest House is celebrating 18 years of service because of each one of you. 

 It always dismays me to get a note with a check that says “wish it could be more” or “sorry this is 

so late”.  Please know that every single dollar donated no matter how large or how small is sincerely appre-

ciated and there is no better time than others to receive a donation.  It seems that when a bill needs to be 

paid the money arrives.  God is good and faithful and so are you, our supporters. 

 We hope you have a beautiful spring and summer and that the plentiful rains will yield you a boun-

tiful harvest of blessings. 

 

        Blessings. 

        Linda.     

corner In 1991, Linda and I made a Cursillo retreat.  Cursillo is a Catholic evangelization 

movement and not actually a retreat.  It is a three-day short course in Christianity.  It is not a Bible 

study.  It is a series of talks and meditations given by lay people designed to bring us closer to Christ, 

to take Him with us whereever we go, and to share Him with everyone we meet.  At the closing cere-

mony, I was given a pewter crucifix to wear around my neck.  I liked it but after only a few days 

something in my metabolism made the pewter turn black.  For my 50th birthday Linda had a copy of that 

cross made out of silver.  I really loved it and never took it off but I always wore it under my shirt.  My 

faith grew tremendously as a result of the Cursillo weekend except for the part about sharing Christ with 

everyone I meet.  That was not for me.  What if someone asks me a question about the Bible that I can’t 

answer or what if someone sees my cross and thinks I am a Jesus freak?  I expressed my fears with a close 

friend and he said “What if your brother was president or what if he was the Pope?  Wouldn’t you find a 

way to sneak that into every conversation you have? Well, Jesus is your brother and you should be telling 

everyone about Him.” He then challenged me to wear my cross on the outside of my shirt for just one week 

to see what would happen.  I reluctantly agreed. 

 The very next day I was walking the main aisle at Home Depot and saw an elderly woman walking 

directly towards me.  She walked right up to me and said, “I see your cross.  Are you a Christian?”  I froze!  

I knew I shouldn’t have done this.                 continued on page 2 
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Garyôs Corner continued from page 1:    Suddenly out of my lips came “Well, I’m trying to be one.”  I had 

no idea where that answer came from! (I do now, of course.)  She burst into tears and told me her husband 

died six months ago and everyone said the pain will get less and less as time goes on.  Then she said it just 

gets worse and worse.   She said she and her husband used to walk the aisles of Home Depot every day be-

cause he loved looking at the tools and things.  Now she still walks the aisles to feel closer to him, but the 

pain won’t go away.  I had no idea what to say.  She then asked if I would pray for her.  Finally, a way out!  I 

said sure and asked her what her  first name was so I could pray for her.  After she told me her  name I 

turned to walk away but she grabbed my hand and said, “No, I mean now.”  Oh God!  Here I am, a Tim Al-

len wannabe, standing in the middle of Home Depot holding a crying woman’s hand and praying out loud 

with her.  I have no idea what I said but afterwards I know she gave me a hug and I ran out of the store. 

 Well, it’s almost 20 years later and I still wear my cross exposed.  It opens the door to so many con-

versations and I now look forward to telling people about the many blessings I receive from Christ on a regu-

lar basis.  I think I’ve told this story in a Gary’s Corner years ago, but there is a new chapter.  Last week, I 

was again in Home Depot when an elderly woman stopped me exclaiming “What a beautiful cross that is!” 

She then asked if I was a believer.  This led to a 30 minute conversation and a panicked Linda who thought I 

was either lost or fainted.  During the course of the conversation, it was revealed that she used to belong to 

South Presbyterian Church which is now Harvest House.  She talked about growing up in the neighborhood.  

I talked about Harvest House, of course, and how God has led me over the years.  We hugged and she said, 

“God bless you Gary.”  Boy, I love Home Depot!!  I challenge you to wear a cross exposed.  It will change 

your life. 

 

         In Christõs Love, 

         Gary 

. 

 

Gary and Linda Tatu 

Christian Service Award 
  

 On May 1st, Gary and Linda were honored by the 

Canisius College Alumni Sodality  with their Annual 

Christian Service Award.  The morning started with a 

beautiful Mass on the campus in Christ the King Chapel 

and continued with a delicious catered breakfast. 

 Gary and Linda do not want or need any recogni-

tion, but welcome any opportunity to get  the story of 

Harvest House out to the community. 

 

 Start by doing whatôs necessary; then do whatôs possible, 

 and suddenly you are doing the impossible. 

 

    St. Francis of Assisi 



Baby and Children's Ministry  
1782 Seneca Street    south buffalo    716-824-7818 

   Wish List  

Newborn Sleepers 

Newborn Onesies 

Boys and Girls Pants and Tops  

Sizes 5-14 

Winter Coats 

Winter Boots 

Pajamas sizes 2-14 

Crib sheets 

Baby Towels and  

Washcloths 

Pack -n-go’s 

 
*Note this is the same wish list 

and winter coats and boots are 

still on it because we always 

need them and  now is the time 

to buy them at garage and 

 yard sales  
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      Harvest House is always on the lookout for 

bargains when it comes to purchasing items for 

the Baby and Children's Ministry.  With the 

new guidelines prohibiting the distribution of 

cribs with drop sides, we are now looking for 

more pack n goôs. If you hear or see a special 

sale on pack n go’s, please let us know or if you 

see a nice one at a garage sale and can purchase 

it (up to $20) we will reimburse you. 

        

 stores help Baby & 

Children's Ministry  
 

 Thank you to three local children’s 

consignment stores, Village Kids, Hamburg, 

Kids Depot, Snyder and Ragamuffinz, East 

Aurora for supplying donations to give away to 

the kids who use the Baby and Children's Min-

istry  services.  We appreciate their support as 

we never have enough items to give away. 

Baby Showers for 

 Harvest House  

 
 In April, two churches, St. John Lutheran 

Church in Williamsville and Trinity Lutheran Church 

in East Amherst held a joint luncheon and  baby 

shower to benefit the children served at the Baby and 

Children's Ministry.  It was a lovely afternoon  and so 

nice to see the churches participating in the event to-

gether.  Another special aspect was that the men of 

the church prepared the food and cleaned up!  I love a 

man with dishpan hands! 

 In May, the children were blessed by the 

women of Grace Lutheran Church in North Tona-

wanda.  A few years ago, the women started having  

their annual baby shower at Harvest House so they 

could see the building.  They come armed with gifts, 

food and cake.  After eating, the ladies get a tour of 

the Baby and Children's Ministry and Harvest House. 

What a good idea! 



Bottles for Babies Ê   

 God bless you all, for your continued support of our Bottles for Babies ™  campaign.  Thank you 

to St. Andrews RC Church, Kenmore, St. Francis of Assisi RC Church, Athol Springs and St. Martin of 

Tours RC Church, South Buffalo for having their parishioners fill bottles during Lent.  Thank you to Im-

maculate Conception RC Church, East Aurora and St. Pius X RC Church, Getzville for once again hosting 

the Bottles for Babies ™  campaign at their churches for the period from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day. 

 Thank you to those of you who  bring filled bottles to Harvest House on a continuing basis such as 

St. Benedict’s RC Church in Eggertsville, John Newman Mission Community, Williamsville, Curves, 

West Seneca,  M&T Bank, Seneca Street, and all of our individual donors.  Your support is awesome! 

 If your business would like to support the Baby and Children's Ministry and would like to place a 

baby bottle on its counter  we can provide you with one.  Harvest House has the original baby bottles that 

individuals fill and we also have larger bottles for businesses. that measures  12”  high by 5” wide.  Please 

call the office (825-0929) if you would like  to display a bottle and we will see to it that you get one. 

 Counting coins is a family affair!  Okay, Ginger isn’t much help  

 but she  certainly makes the job more pleasant! 
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Volunteer 

 spotlight 
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 This issue Harvest House is 

proud to spotlight Dr. Stephen Gawronski.  Dr. 

Gawronski has been volunteering at Good 

Neighbors Health Care for five years.  For 17 

years Steve had a private practice of vascular 

surgery.  Steve was forced into retirement by 

medical problems.  The surgery world’s loss 

was Good Neighbors  gain! 

 Steve’s wife Susan is a Registered 

Nurse.  They have been married for 37 years! 
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On  March 18th, Harvest House had two 

special guests when Ed and Shirley Kuster 

returned to the site where they were mar-

ried 50 years ago when the building was 

South Presbyterian Church.  Accompanied 

by several members of their wedding party, 

they spent an entertaining hour  telling 

about how the church  looked 50 years ago  or what used to 

be where.  It was wonderful to us hearing the old stories 

and they were thrilled that the former church was still be-

ing loved and cared for, and still spreading God’s message 

to all his children. 

 

 Ed and Shirley Kuster 

birthday blessings for 

Harvest House 

 One lovely supporter sends Har-

vest House a check every year on HER 

birthday.  The dollar amount corre-

sponds with her age!  What a beautiful 

way to celebrate your birth! 

 We pray she lives to be 110!. 

Two little boys 
 

      After a hardy rainstorm filled all the potholes 

in the streets and alleys, a young mother watched her 

two little boys playing in one of the  puddles through 

her kitchen window. 

  The older of the two,  a five year old lad, 

grabbed his sibling by the back of his head and 

shoved his face into the water hole. 

 As the boy recovered and stood laughing and 

dripping, the mother ran to the yard in a panic.  “Why 

on earth did you do that to your little brother?!”  she 

asked the boy in anger.  “We were just playing 

church mommy,” he said.  “And I was baptizing 

him...in the name of the Father, the Son and in….the 

hole-he-goes.” 



6 

fundraiser for Harvest House 
 

 On July 14th  enjoy dinner at Tully’s on French Road in Depew while helping Harvest House.  Harvest 

House will earn 10% of the check for every coupon used on this day.  Pass the coupons out at work.   Give 

them to your friends.  Please come and enjoy a nice meal knowing you are supporting Harvest House.  This 

fundraiser was held at Tully’s on Main Street in Clarence in April and a good time was enjoyed by everyone.  

Personally, we can vouch for the best popcorn and greatest chicken fingers ever!  Enjoy! 
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Harvest House Ministry Center  

175 Jefferson Avenue 
Good Neighbors Health Care 716-856-2400     New Hope Education Center 716-855-0654 

.Good Neighbors Health Care  

.  

 

Welcome Kaitlynn Gannon 
 

 Harvest House is pleased to welcome Kait 

to the Good Neighbors  family.  Kait will be assist-

ing the director, Kathy  Armenat.  Kait writes:  

“Thanks so much for allowing me to work with 

Good Neighbors. Just in the short time I've been 

there, I absolutely love it and know that the work 

being done always glorifies the Lord- and that is 

awesome!” 

One Volunteers experience submitted by Nancy Newell 
 

 I am continually amazed by God’s intervention at Good Neighbors  by sending just the most able pro-

vider for the problems that are confronted on each particular day, whether it be something complex such as a le-

sion requiring a surgeon or as simple as needing a Spanish interpreter. 

 A few weeks ago, a woman who was five months pregnant arrived and she had no previous pre-natal 

care.  After discussion and prayer with her, we scheduled her for an ultrasound at Good Neighbors  and referred 

her to an appropriate doctor for care for the remainder of her pregnancy.  After inquiring about New Hope, she 

was very excited about the prospect of applying for the Licensed Practical Nursing classes following her deliv-

ery.  She felt truly blessed from her experience at Good Neighbors  that day! 

 Last week, we saw three patients with blood sugars above 400 and two people with critically high blood 

pressures.  Although all of these folks were aware of their conditions, they were unable to afford doctor visits or 

medications.  We were able to provide them with insulin, medications, prescriptions, glucometers, test strips, 

syringes, etc.  I strongly feel that God sent these people that day to save their lives. 

 I look forward to my time at Good Neighbors  each week.  If I have a day when I am not totally focused 

when I arrive, God intervenes by sending someone through those doors who helps me know why I am there and 

provides more blessings to me than I can ever bestow upon these unfortunate children of His. 

 

I have lived here  f
or 53 

years and this place is 

the best thing that ever 

happened in this 

neighborhood !  Thank 

you!    M
ary 
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 Architect hired 

for nh expansion 
 

 On April 21st, the Harvest House Board of 

Directors voted to hire an architect* to begin an ex-

pansion that will vastly expand classroom and office 

space in the New Hope Education Center.  It will 

also bring the Baby and Children's Ministry to the 

Jefferson Avenue location.  With these changes, 

more can be offered to the community. Even with 

obvious benefits for the community, this decision 

was not made easily or lightly. 

 I think that it is appropriate that this major 

decision was made during Holy Week.  Harvest 

House began on a leap of faith.  This expansion 

shows that Harvest House is willing to continue to 

make leaps of faith.  Faith is not something often 

associated with public learning institutions.  Law-

suits have made headlines as to what can be allowed 

in our public schools when it comes to spirituality 

and religion.  Therefore, many are nervous to in-

clude anything spiritual in school.  However, I think 

it is spiritual fortitude that continues to propel Har-

vest House.  Faith has not taken away all issues and 

challenges.  But, it is the confidence that faith breeds 

that has allowed Harvest House to continue to grow 

and change even during tough economic times.  This 

expansion sends a clear message to me:  “There is 

still work to do.  There is still more to learn.”  No 

one becomes spiritual just by walking into Harvest 

House’s doors.  It is through spiritual belief that 

Harvest House is able to offer different things than 

traditional educational providers; we will soon be 

able to offer free clothing and children’s items, edu-

cational programs and medical care, all in one spot. 

 

 

*Richard Gehring of Trautman Associates is the ar-

chitect that has been chosen for this project. 
  

  

 

Map out your future, but do it in pencil. 

                          Jon Bon Jovi 

 

New Hope Education Center 
The majority of the information on New Hope has been submitted by Cameron Stanton 

For more of Cameronôs insight visit the blog - www.harvesthouse.sb.blogspot.com/ 

 Surprise donation 
 

 Life Uniform recently donated 163 tops and 92 

bottoms to the New Hope Education Center.  Many of 

New Hope’s Licensed Practical Nursing students al-

ready work in the medical field as a Certified Nursing 

Assistant, and are required to  wear scrubs.  Scrubs can 

be a financial burden for someone accepting a new job, 

or to a new student.  This donation has allowed us to 

give scrubs at no charge to current and future students!  

We are grateful for this donation from Life Uniform. 

 Below, Licensed Practical Nursing instructor 

Laura Bailey  shows off some of the donated items. 

Life is better because you know more,  

not just because you have more. 



Education Center Liaison, Cameron Stanton,  works a 

table display promoting New Hope with  

volunteer Maritza Ramos and 

 LPN student Maliaka Frieda. 

New Hope Education Center cont. 
The majority of the information on New Hope has been submitted by Cameron Stanton 

For more of Cameronôs insight visit the blog - www.harvesthouse.sb.blogspot.com/ 

promoting New Hope  
 

 New Hope took part in a recent Mobile Safety 

Net Resource Fair in South Buffalo.  These resource 

fairs are great events because they bring a variety of ser-

vice providers to one building. 

 It can be frustrating to try to solve a problem 

when you are referred to different offices repeatedly.  I 

once spoke with a woman who had been referred to our 

dental clinic only to find that it wasn’t open that day. 

When she was met with this roadblock, she proclaimed, 

“I’m just going to pull out the tooth myself!”  When 

someone is pushed to his or her limit, bad decisions are 

easy to make. 

 The safety net event gives the individual the 

chance to stay in one place while having his or her ques-

tions addressed.  Representatives providing housing as-

sistance, legal assistance, health care assistance, and 

food assistance were in attendance. 

 Harvest House strives to address as many needs 

as possible under one roof.  However, this may still not 

be enough.   Even with multiple services in one build-

ing, people seem to walk around with blinders on.  Liv-

ing in the present has its disadvantages.  I spoke with 

men and women who would respond to me saying, 

“Well, I don’t need that right now.”  Certainly that is 

true.  How about your friends?  Family?  How about in a 

few years?  No one is impervious to the economy, nor 

harm.  No one expects to be homeless, hungry, sick, un-

insured, or uneducated.  But, it happens every day.  Do 

some research, keep your ears open, don’t plan on per-

fection.  Plan for these troubled times, it can stop you 

from trying to pull out your own tooth. 

additional  thoughts 

 My time at Harvest House as the educa-

tion liaison has shown me that it is always easy 

to solve someone’s problems.  An education can 

be a very powerful tool that can make life easier.  

Last month, I was overjoyed to hear that a recent 

graduate of the New Hope Licensed Practical 

Nursing program  was graduating with a full 

time job.  This single mother has worked hard; I 

was happy to see a quick reward for her year in 

the LPN program.  When I called to see how her 

job was going, she replied, “Oh, I didn’t take 

that job.”  I was shocked. 

 I asked why she didn’t take the job.  She 

responded that family issues needed to be ad-

dressed before she could accept any job.  She 

seemed to be taking it all in stride while I was 

almost angry that she was now without a nursing 

job.  Why didn’t she simply get someone else to 

look after her ill uncle while she began this great 

new job!?  Why didn’t she do things differ-

ently!?  Why was she so calm during this whole 

situation!? 

 I realized that it’s because she is living 

her life, not mine.  It seemed like her family 

came first and she was willing to sacrifice a job 

in order to be present for her family.  Although I 

may not agree, she made this decision. 

 I can offer opportunities and options.  

Harvest House surely offers many opportunities 

and tools to help make life easier.  However, not 

one of these things will bring a person peace.   It 

can help lead them to it; but, a person, as well as 

his or her problems, has many facets.  I love that 

Harvest House strives to treat a person as a 

whole.  Even so, I know that I am not in control 

of anyone who walks through our doors.  I can 

only treat them with love and kindness. 
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Are you creative? 

 Harvest House  received a donation of the pedes-

tal to the left.  We thought the sturdy piece of wood 

would be perfect to hold the tabernacle in the chapel but 

it needs some loving care.  We like the marble effect on 

it now and would like to have it redone in a similar fash-

ion.  If you enjoy doing the new faux finishes and can 

help, please  give us a call and we can deliver the piece 

to you. 
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50/50 Split Raffle 
 

 The staff at Buffalo General Hospi-

tal chose Harvest House to receive the pro-

ceeds of their raffle during National Nurses 

Week.  For 4 days, staff sold tickets outside 

the cafeteria where a photo board of Harvest 

House was on display. 

 Harvest House walked away with a 

remarkable $500! 

     Cash for Cans    
 

Don't you just hate those sticky can and bottle recycling machines! Good news. You can take your cans and bot-

tles to Cash for Cans and they will count them for you, AND you can ask them to donate the money to Harvest 

House! Cash for Cans has two locations - 2990 Seneca Street (by Center), West Seneca and 1785 Abbott Road 

(at Martin), Lackawanna.  Harvest House has already received a check for $76.10.  That’s 1,522 cans that have 

already been donated.  See how fast it adds up!  Please pass the word. 
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Harvest House   

 1782 Seneca Street   
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Retreat Center   716-825-0929  
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 175 Jefferson Avenue   

 Buffalo, NY  14210-1038 

Good Neighbors Health Care    716-856-2400        

New Hope Education Center   716-855-0654 

 

www.harvesthouse.ws 

Linda@harvesthouse.ws 

Tony@harvesthouse.ws 

. 

Friend us on Facebook so you can follow  

what’s happening.   

Designate Harvest House to 

receive your United Way, 

SEFA or CFC contributions. 

Download www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/mode/ to your 

toolbar.  Every time you use GoodSearch as your 

search engine tool Harvest House will receive one cent.   

It adds up!  The last check we received was for $82.00! 

Please join us on July 14th at: 

STKKX½R 

Great Food and Good Times 

1449 French Road, Depew 

 

See page 6 for coupons and information 


