
Seneca Street location celebrates anniversary!  
 

 18 years!  Can you believe it?  We sure canôt.  It seems like just yesterday we were celebrating the 

10th anniversary, burning the mortgage, and were looking forward to coasting.  Since then Harvest House 

has hired four additional employees, oversaw the transformation of a second building,  became involved 

with the areas most comprehensive free health center, started a successful school for adults, and is cur-

rently planning a major expansion. Whew, Iôm tired just thinking about it.   

 One thing that has not changed in 18 years is that Gary and I still rely on God to guide the path of 

where He wants Harvest House  to go.  We still rely on Him to put the right people and programs in our 

paths, to give us the wisdom to do what is best for the ministry, and the strength to carry out His will.  

 When people ask what the one thing we have learned over the years, I very quickly say ñIt is to 

never say never.ò  We never dreamed we would sell our beautiful home in Williamsville, especially to pur-

chase a derelict city church, but we did.  I never dreamed when we bought the 17,000 square foot church 

we would build an addition onto it, but we did.  I never dreamed I would write a book, but I did.  The one 

thing we were absolutely certain of was we would never ever have a second location, but we do.  Iôm 

afraid to think ahead any further!  The one thing I do know for certain is that whatever the future holds, 

God will be beside us every step of the way.       

        Blessings. 

        Linda.     

corner  18 years ago on April 12,1993, at 11:45 am, Linda and I became the proud owners 

of a large derelict church in South Buffalo.  We sold our home in Williamsville, moved into the 

church, and named it Harvest House.  During the previous four months, so many ñcoincidencesò oc-

curred that we were convinced God wanted us to give up our home to purchase this building.  How-

ever, He didnôt tell us why or what we should do with it!  The first three years were hell.  Every cou-

ple of weeks brought us another nightmare.  We found it harder and harder to still believe this was Godôs 

will for us.  Failing and becoming homeless seemed more and more likely, but after winning a court battle 

with the city ending most of our problems, we once again felt Harvest House was Godôs plan for us.  Look-

ing back over the last 18 years, dozens and dozens of things, some big and some small, happened that rein-

forced my belief that God wanted us here.  They say God never gives us more than we can handle but I 

know from experience He sure overestimates us some times, well actually ALL THE TIME!  With His 

help and guidance, the people on the East Side now have a desperately needed free medical facility called 

Good Neighbors Health Care which has saved lives.  A blind woman now has 20/20 vision because of a 

free eye exam.  A young man was able to get a good job and get his son out of foster care because of a pair 

of free eyeglasses.  Hundreds of patients are now pain free due to the free dental services.  After being on 

crutches or in a wheelchair off and on for 7 years, I am now pain free after just 3 adjustments from the 

Good Neighborsô chiropractor!  Linda is alive today because of a health fair  held at Good Neighbors 

Health Care.  She went directly to the emergency room of a hospital after finding out her blood sugar level 

was over 600.  If we hadnôt trusted God 18 years ago, I could be a widower in a wheelchair today.  Yes, 

God wants us here.                     continued on page 2 

 

 

G
a
r
y
õ
s

 

Vol 19 No 1                         www.harvesthouse.ws               March 2011 



2 

 

. 

 

      

 The New Hope Education Center has graduated over 100 Licensed Practical Nursing students who are 

now employed.  The graduation ceremonies are held in the sanctuary of Harvest House where the graduates get 

to walk up on the stage in front of their family and friends.  The students taking the Pre-Collegiate Reading and 

Writing and Math classes are automatically enrolled in Erie Community College.  In 2010 alone, over 100 New 

Hope students obtained employment.  Yes, God wants us here. 

 God provided the money to build the Baby and Childrenôs Ministry building allowing over 5,000 chil-

dren each year to receive free clothing, cribs, car seats, etc.  Yes, God wants us here. 

 Over 70,000 teenagers from Western New York and all across the USA have had the opportunity to 

grow closer to God by attending spiritual retreats at Harvest House.  Some have even had their children bap-

tized here because they met their spouses while on retreat at Harvest House or found a new life in Christ while 

here.  Yes, God wants us here. 

 These are just a few of the many mini miracles that happen here which reaffirm that we are meant to be 

exactly where we are now.  In addition to all this, God sent us 125 dedicated volunteers to help make all of 

these services possible.  He has blessed Harvest House with the support of many foundations, churches, organi-

zations, and individuals like you who made it financially possible to help keep the doors open. 

 On a more personal level, every time I wake up in the morning Iôm reminded of how good God has been 

to us since we said yes to Him.  Never in my life did I think we would ever sell our beautiful home, especially 

to live in a one-room apartment in an 89 year old inner city church!  Our original plan was to build a small 

apartment for us in the basement of the building but God sent us people to convince us we should live on the 

main floor to be more centrally located to better monitor activities in the building and be closer to the two en-

trances.  We moved into the most beautiful room in the building.  It is just one big room, one big beautiful 

room, with seven very large windows high enough above the floor, so that no curtains are necessary for privacy 

and the window sills are just perfect for our new kitty, Ginger.  I wake up in  bed and see the snow on all the 

trees outside our windows.  The six foot high paneling has a ledge on top for Lindaôs knick-knacks and memen-

tos.  Elliptical arches down the middle of the room and plaster crown moldings add that touch of class.  The 

nine foot wide closet holds all our clothes and the nine-foot panty is wonderful, but the best feature is how all 

our furniture fits just like it did in our house.  Every piece of wood furniture matches the wood paneling, doors, 

windows and trim exactly.  We gave God our beautiful home in Williamsville and He replaced it with a beauti-

ful home in a beautiful building where HE is ever present.  When you give God everything,  He gives you back 

so much more.                                                      

         In Christõs Love,  

                             Gary 

On Friday, January 7th, Linda Tatu appeared on 

the CELEBRATE  television show.  Linda, who 

was interviewed by guest host Bishop Jeffrey 

Melvin spent 15 minutes talking about the differ-

ent Harvest House ministries.  If you missed the 

interview and would like to see it, the video is on 

our website.  www.harvesthouse.ws 

DONORS WHO PARTICIPATED IN  THE 

MOTHER CHILD CHALLENGE 

(continued from page 3) 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Sts. Agatha and Ambrose 

Sts. Columba & Brigid 

Sts Peter and Paul, Hamburg 

Sts. Peter and Paul, Williamsville 

Carole Saturnino 

Marion Schaefer 

Robert Schaefer 
Southgate Medical Group 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sutton 

The Ladies of the Lord Bible Study 

Susan Tichy 

Trinity Lutheran Church, East Amherst 

University of Rochester, Newman Center 

Volland Electric 

Don Wach 

Albert Ward 

Weinberg Campus 

Whitehaven Road Baptist Church 

Jill Winiatowski 

Western New York United Against Drug and Alcohol Abuse 



Bottles for Babies Ê   

MOTHER AND CHILD CHALLENGE  
 

 YOU DID IT!  Harvest House reached the goal and was 

awarded the extra $6,000!  Thank you to everyone who has an-

swered our call to help. Your support is sincerely appreciated. 

 THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING DONORS WHO 

PARTICIPATED IN THIS CAMPAIGN! 

YO
U
 D

ID
 IT

!!
 

All our anonymous donors 

Baker UMC 

Rosemary Bauer 

Bemus Point Grocery Store 

Bethany UMC 

John and Betty Birks 

Robert Boehler 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brewer 
CWA Local #1133 

Canisius College Pro-Life 

Mary Carroll 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Castrianno 

Peg Chadwick 

Children of Mary/ 

Soldiers of Christ 

Church of the Angels of Light 

Clarence UMC 

Sally Coad 

Creditors Interchange 

The Crocker Family 

Angel Cuddihy 

Curves of West Seneca 

Barb Delong & her Bible Study 

Susan Denz 

Theresa Dolph 
Kathy Dziekan 

Emmanuel UCC 

Juliette Falzone 

Grace Fiebelkorn 

First Presbyterian Church of Springville 

Dan Flaherty 

Friendship Lutheran Church 

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 

Vincent Frisicaro 

Cindy Gaston 

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Gorkiewicicz 

Grace Fellowship Church 

Terry Stephan Hains 

The Hannon Family 

Helenic Orthodox Church 

Immaculate Conception, East Aurora 

Jan Jarczyk 
John Newman Mission Community 

Vernelle Joseph 

The estate of Judy Brown 

Kenmore West Sunshine Fund 

Don Ketchum 

Mr. and Mrs. Florian Korbel 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Leo 

Richard Leonard 

 

Vivian Liebner 

Dennis Mahaney 

Jean McCarthy 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Meyers 

Matt Morgan 

Mt. Mercy Academy 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Janson 

Nativity of Our Lord 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

New Frontiers in TBI 

New Hope UMC Mission Committee 

Niagara Frontier Lutheran Youth Org 

Northern Chautauqua Catholic School 

Operation Dignity 

Ron and Veronica Orlowski 

Flo OôShei 

Our Lady of Peace Pro Life Committee 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 

Pauline Pritchard 

Queen of Heaven School 

Dick Rogenthein 

Dawn Sabia 

St. Amelia 

St. Andrew 

St. Anthony 
St  Benedict 

St. Francis of Assisi School 

St  Bernard/St. Casmir 

St. Gabriel 

St. George 

St. Gregory the Great Family Life Formation 

St. Gregory the Great School 

St. John de LaSalle 

St. John the Baptist 

St. John Vianney 

St. Johnôs Lutheran Orchard Park 

St. Joseph University RC Church 

St. Joseph University School 

St. Joseph - Holland 

St. Joseph Collegiate Institute 

St. Martin De Porres 

St. Mary Swormville 
St. Paulôs Evangelical Lutheran Church 

St. Pius Knights of Columbus  

St. Stephen 

St. Teresa of Avila 

St. Vincent 

 

 

Thank you! 
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Baby and Children's Ministry  
1782 Seneca Street    south buffalo    716 -824-7818 

   Wish List  

Newborn Sleepers 
Newborn Onesies 

Boys and Girls Pants and 

Tops  

Sizes 5-14 
Winter Coats 

Winter Boots 

Pajamas sizes 2-14 
Crib sheets 

Baby Towels and  

Washcloths 

Pack -n-goôs 

Donation Guidelines  

      
     New government mandates forced Harvest 

House to redefine their donation policy. 

 

      The only cribs we will accept must have sta-

tionary sides.  Due to safety regulations and our 

concern for the children, we can no longer accept 

cribs where the side goes up and down (no matter 

how good of shape they are in.)  For children un-

der one year of age, we are substituting a Pack-n-

goôs (portable playpens) for a crib. 

 

     Car Seats must be less than six years old and 

infant car seats will only be accepted if they  are 

under six years old and have a base. 
 

     The Baby and Children's Ministry accepts 

clothing from newborn to childrenôs size 14.  They 

accept anything to do with a baby or child such as 

high chairs, strollers, socks, shoes, toys, books, 

bottles, etc.   They do not accept Diapers or For-

mula. 

 

 

    2010 Statistics  

 

      In 2010, the Baby and Children's Ministry 

served 2,442 families with 5,451 children and of 

those, 681 were new to the program. You are 

probably surprised to hear that the largest segment 

of children served is in the 6 years and up cate-

gory. 

     The top five agencies that refer clients to the 

Baby and Children's Ministry are:  

 Catholic Charities 

 WIC 

 Buffalo Pre-Natal-Perinatal Network 

 Erie County Department of Social Services 

 Womenôs and Childrenôs Hospital. 

      

     These numbers are possible because of you and 

are  representative of  your generosity for without 

you we would have nothing to give away! 
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    Harvest House is always on the lookout for 

bargains when it comes to purchasing items for 

the Baby and Children's Ministry.  With the 

new guidelines prohibiting the distribution of 

cribs with drop sides, we are now looking for 

more pack n goôs. If you hear or see a special 

sale on items the Baby and Children's Ministry 

purchases, please let us know and we may be 

able to take advantage of the sale.  

     For instance, a volunteer told us about Pack-

n-goôs being on sale for $29.99.  She called two 

branches and had them hold all they had (12 of 

them!) and we went and picked them up.  That 

was a $20 savings for each one we bought! 

     If you hear of a store sale, clearance, or per-

haps a garage sale or rummage sale specializing 

in children's items, please email us the informa-

tion.   

harvesthousetatu@gmail.com 



 

     5 

 

       

 

 

Meet Helen shank  

In the last issue Savannah Wells, an 8th grader who col-

lected coats for the Baby and Childrenôs Ministry, was 

featured.  The Baby and Childrenôs Ministry has sup-

porters of all ages!  Helen Shank is 98 Years old and has 

been knitting blankets and donating them to various 

charities for years.  Helen decided to share her gift with 

Harvest House and recently donated 24 hand knitted 

baby blankets.  On behalf of all the babies who will feel 

warm, safe, and secure  because of your loving hands, 

we thank you Helen.  

 

 

 

I expect to pass through life but once.  If therefore, 

there be any kindness I can show, or any good thing 

I can do to any fellow being, let me do it now, and 

not defer or neglect it, as I shall not pass this way 

again. 

    William Penn 

After reading the story Too Many 

Toys by David Shannon, the chil-

dren in Mrs. Ganschowôs 4 year 

old PreK class decided to go 

through their toys at home and 

donate them to the Baby and 

Children's Ministry.  The children 

were very excited and gracious in 

giving their previously loved toys 

to children that may not get any-

thing from Santa. 

4 year olds at Nativity of Mary Preschool share their gently used toys 

with the Baby and Children's Ministry.  

Baby and Children's Ministry cont. 



Volunteer  

 spotlight  

  

 

Kevin OôNeill interviews Guadalupe Pena  

for a segment on WGRZôs Daybreak. 
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Baby and Children's Ministry  

 featured on Daybreak  

It was  5:15 am when the tires of the television truck 

crunching on the hard snow signaled their arrival at 

the Baby and Children's Ministry.  The cameraman 

was greeted by sleepy employees who opened the 

building for them to prepare for the live WGRZ TV 

Daybreak segment with Kevin OôNeill.  The inter-

view was a result of the TV segment with Savannah 

Wells and the coat drive she initiated.  It amazed us at 

how many people saw the interview which aired at 

5:50 am!  The wonderful publicity brought in addi-

tional much needed donations for the Baby and Chil-

dren's Ministry including more winter coats and 

boots. 
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Elaine, is a treasured volunteer in the Baby and Chil-

dren's Ministry.  She started volunteering at Harvest 

House in 2002 when she retired from Food Service in 

the Buffalo Public Schools.  Elaine has three grand-

children.  Elaine likes reading, playing golf,  and go-

ing to Buffalo Sabres hockey games.  Thank you 

Elaine for all you do for Harvest House and the chil-

dren. 

Imaged Jewelry  
 

     Linda was excited to receive a beautiful hand 

crafted necklace in the mail.  It is called a Blessing 

Necklace.  Imaged Jewelryôs designer, Sheila Pet-

rocy Green says that the idea for this collection came 

about as she was in her studio admiring the beauty 

of a group of vintage religious medals. ñI thought of 

all the history and positive energy that they repre-

sent, and knew I wanted to wear all that good stuff!ò 

Spiritual soul that she is, she spent a great deal of 

time researhing new medals, many from Italy, to 

achieve just the right look and feel.  

To see more jewelry or to pur-

chase a beautiful piece of  

your own, contact Sheila via 

facebook.com/imagedjewelry 

 

 

$5 of each sale will 

go to Harvest House! 

Now, thatôs a real blessing! 
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Harvest House Ministry Center  

175 Jefferson Avenue  
Good Neighbors Health Care 716-856-2400     New Hope Education Center 716-855-0654 

.Good Neighbors Health Care  

Vision Care celebrates 6th anniversary! 

.  

The vision care team, Dr. Richard Rogenthein, 

Alethea Davis, Judy Randall and Deacon Mike 

Dulak share a celebratory cake at the 6th anni-

versary of the Vision Care Department of Good 

Neighbors Health Care. 

 

 

To Good Neighbors Health Care: 

 

Thank you so much for letting me  

spend time on the medical side of the 

clinic.  I le
arned a lot and it helped me 

become more confident about pursuing 

medicine.  Thanks again. 

 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Raymond St. Marie 

 

James Boarman and Dr. David Holmes 

Remembering James Boarman  

Prayers go out to the family of James Boarman, a 

valued friend and volunteer of Good Neighbors 

Health Care.  James was the second patient of the 

clinic but soon became a valued volunteer helping 

out whenever and whereever needed.  As a resi-

dent of the neighborhood James was also the unof-

ficial spokesman of Good Neighbors.  He was a 

friend and brother to all of us and will be missed. 
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 Expansion plans  
 

 We are pleased to announce that Harvest 

House was awarded two more grants  towards the 

New Hope Education Center expansion project. 

  The Patrick P. Lee Foundation awarded 

Harvest House $50,000 towards this project.  Lo-

cated in Key Largo, FL and Amherst, NY, the 

Patrick P. Lee Foundation is a charitable organi-

zation dedicated to providing support to non-

profit organizations like Harvest House that em-

power families and communities with the re-

sources needed to create positive change in areas 

of education and human resources.  

 The M&T Charitable Foundation donated 

$15,000 to Harvest House towards the project.  

Four years ago the M&T Charitable Foundation 

provided the seed money to start building the cur-

rent education center.   

 Harvest House still has two grant requests 

for this project pending.     

 

 

 

Classes offered  
 

     New Hope Education Center offers classes to 

suit all skill levels.  Classes are offered by three 

different providers.   

 

Erie2CattaragusChautauqua Boces offers: Li-

censed Practical Nursing, Home Health Aide, 

Certified Nursing Assistant and Personal Care 

Aide.  If you would like information on any of 

these classes, please call 716-947-9057. 

 

Buffalo Public Schools Adult Division offers: 

GED and Medical Office Occupations classes.  

For information on or to enroll in either of these 

classes, please call 716-888-7088 x408. 

 

Erie Community College offers: Pre-Collegiate 

Reading and Writing and Pre-Collegiate Math.  

To enroll in ECC, please call 716-851-1243. 

New Hope Education Center  

Jennifer Lee McNamara and Fred Cook of the Pat-

rick P. Lee Foundation present a check to Linda 

and Gary Tatu towards the expansion of the New 

Hope Education Center. 

Live, Learn, Pass it On  
 

     People of all ages, 5 to 99, share what they have 

learned about life, love and other good stuff. 

 

If you care, it shows.  Age 50 

 

Children are the best teachers of creativity, persistence 

and unconditional love.  Age 37 

 

You should keep your promises no matter what.  Age 

51 

 

If you put a bug down a girlôs dress she goes crazy.  

Age 6 

 

If you wait until all conditions are perfect before you 

act, youôll never act.  Age 64 

 

Trust is the single most important factor in both per-

sonal and professional relationships.  Age 20 

 

I still have a lot to learn.  Age 92 

 

A good feeling gets even better when shared.  Age 14 



gymnasium remodel completed  

John, Gary, Bob and Tony, bring one 

of the incredibly heavy  rolls of gymna-

sium carpeting into the gym. 

Old concrete stairs lead-

ing to the gymnasium 

Gymnasium floor stripped and  

ready for carpeting 

    After 18 years, the gymnasium has finally been remodeled!  We have a  ceiling, new stairs, and a carpeted floor. 

Tom and Matt, our volunteer handymen extraordinaire boxed in the windows, rebuilt the back wall and stage area, 

touched up stain and paint, repaired doors, and installed light switches.  It is beautiful! 
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Left: The new stairs are courtesy of Thomann Asphalt who 

rebuilt the existing stairway.  Tom and Matt did an excellent 

job on the ceramic tile. 

gymnasium remodel cont. 

Above:  The beautiful new logo in the center 

of the floor is red with blue lettering, gold 

wheat and a white cross! 

Left:  OUR NEW CARPETED GYMNASIUM ! 


